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HE following Letters have in them Re- 
fleGtions, which will feem of Importance 
both to the Learned World and to Do- 
meftick Life. There is in the firft an 

Allegory fo well carry’d on, that it’cannot but be 
very pleafing to thefe who have a Tafte of good 
Writing; and the other Billets may have their 

¢ in common Life. ' 


Mr. SPECTATOR, 

¢ AS I walked t’other Day in a fine Garden, and 

* obferv’d the great Variety of Improvements 
* in Plants and Flowers beyond what they other- 
* wife would have been, I was naturally led into a 
* RefleGtion upon the Advantages of Education, or 
‘moral Culture ; how many good Qualities in the 
‘ Mind are loft, for want of the like due Care in 
‘ nurfing and fkilfully managing them ; how ma- 
‘ny Virtues are choak’d, by the Multitude of 
‘ Weeds which are fuffer’d to grow among them ; 
* how excellent Parts are often ftarved and ufelefs, 
‘ by being planted in a wrong Soil; and how very 
‘feldom do thefe moral Seeds produce the noble 
‘ Fruits which might be expected from them, by a 
* Neglect of proper Manuring,neceffaryPruning,and 
‘an artful Management of our tender Inclinations 
‘and firft Spring of Life. Thefe obvious Specu- 
‘* lations made me at length conclude, that there 
‘is a Sort of vegetable Principle in the Mind of 
‘every Man when he comes into the World. In 
* Infants the Seeds lie buried and undifcovered, till 
‘after a While they fprout forth in a kind of ra- 
‘tional Leaves, which are Words; and in a due 
‘Seafon the Flowers begin to appear in Variety of 
* beautiful Colours, and all the gay Pictures of 
‘Youthful Fancy and Imagination 5 at laft the 
‘ Fruit knits and is form’d, which is green, perhaps, 
* firft, and foure, unpleafant to the ‘afte, and not 
‘fit to. be gather’d ; till ripen’d by due Care and 


* Application, it difcovers it felf in all the noble 
¢ Productions of Philofophy, Mathematicks, clofe 
‘ Reafoning, and handfome Argumentation : And 
‘ thefe Fruits, when they arrive at a juft Maturity, 
* and are of a good Kind, afford the moft vigo- 
‘ rous Nourifhment to the Minds of Men. I re- 
* fleted further on the intelle€tual Leaves before- 
‘ mentioned, and found almoft as great a Variety 
* among them asin the vegetable World. “I could 
* eafily obferve the fmooth fhining Iralian Leaves; 
the nimble French Afpen, always in Motion ; the 
Greek and Latin Ever-greens, the Spanifo Myrtle, 


Shambrogue, the prickly German and Dutch Hol- 
ly, the Polifs and Ruffian Nettle, befides a vatt 
Number of Exoticks smported from A/ia, 4frick, 
and America. I {aw feveral barren Plants, which 
bore only Leaves, without any Hopes of Flower 
or Fruit: The Leaves of fome were fragrant and 
well-fhap’d, of others ill-fcented and irregular. 
I wonder'd at a Set of ‘old whimfical Botanifts, 
who fpent their whole Lives in the Contempla- 
tion of fome withered egyptian, Coptich, Arme- 
nian, or Chinefe Leaves, while others made it 
their Bufinefs to colle& in voluminous Herbals 
all the feveral Leaves of fome one Tree. The 
Flowers afforded a moft diverting Entertainment, 
in a wonderful Variety of Figures, Colours and 
Scents ; however, moft of them wither’d foon, 
or at beft are but 4unuals. Some profefs'd Floritts 
make them their conftant Study andEmployment, 
and defpife all Fruit; and now and then a few 
fanciful People {pend all-their Time in the Culti- 
vation of a fingle Tulip, or a Carnation : But the 
moft agreeable Amufement feems to be the well 
chufing, mixing,and binding together thefe Flow- 
ers,in pleafing Nofegays to prefent to Ladies, The 
Scent of Italian Flowers is obferv’d, like their 
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the EnglifH Oak, the Scetch Thiftle, the Irifo 








other Perfume, to be too itrong, and to hurt ® 
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Brain ; that of the Frevch with glaring, gau- 
.» Colours, yet taint and languid ; German and 
worebern Fiowers have little or no Smell, or 
« jomecimes an unpleafantone, The Ancients had 
“a Secret to give a laiting Beauty, Colour, and 
¢ Sweetnefs to fome of their choice Flowers, which 
‘flourifh to this Day, and which few of thé 
¢ Moderns can effect. Thele are becoming enough 
* and agreeable in their Seafon, and do often han- 
‘ fomely adorn an Entertainment ; but an Over- 
« fondnefs of them feems te be 2 Dileafe. It rare- 
‘ly happens to find a Plant vigorous enough, 
‘to have (like an Orange-Tree) at once beauti- 
¢ ful fhining Leaves, fragrant Flowers, and deli- 
© cious nourifhing Fruit. 
SIR, yours, &c. 


Dear Sruc. Auguft 6,.1712. 
OU have given us in your Spetfaror of Satur- 
‘ day laft, a very excellent Difcourfe upon 
the Force of Cuftom, and jts wonderful Efficacy 
in making every thing pleafant to us. I cannot 
deny bur that | received above Two-penny-worth 
of InftruGion from your Paper, and in the Gene- 
ral was very well pleafed with it ; but | am, with- 
out a Compliment,fincerely troubled that I cannot 
exatly be of your Opinion, That it makes every 
thing pleafing to us. In fhort, | have the Ho- 
nour to be yoked to a young Lady, who is, in 
lain Englifo, for her Standing, a very eminent 
Scold. She began to break her Mind very tree- 
ly both to me and to her Servants about two 
Months after our Nuptials ; and tho’ I have been 
accuftomed to this Humour of hers this three 
Years, yet, I do not know what's the Matter with 
me, but] am no more delighted with it than I 
was at the very firft, I have advifed with her Ke- 
lations about her, and they all tell me that her 
Mother and her Grandmother before her were 
both taken much after the fame Manner ; fo that 
fince it runs in the Blood, I have but {mall Hopes 
of her Recovery. I fhould be glad to have a 
little of yeur Advice inthis Matter: I wou’d not 
willingly trouble you to contrive how it may be a 
Pleafure to me 5 if you will but put mein a Way 
that | may bear it with Indifference, I fhall reft 
fatished. 
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Dear SPEC. 
Your very humble Servant. 


P. S. ‘I muft do the poor Girl the Juftice to let 

ou know, that this Match was none of her own 
‘ chufing, (or. indeed of mine either 5) in Confide- 
‘ ration of which I avoid giving her the leait Pro- 
vocation ; and indeed we live better together 
than ufually Folks do who hated one another 
when they were firit joyn’d. To evade the Sin 
againft Parents,or at leaft to extenuate it, my Dear 
rails at my Father and Mother,and I curfe hers for 
making the Match. 
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Mr. SpecraroRs 
¢ JT Like the Theme you lately gave out extreme- 
‘ly, and fhould be as glad to handle it as any 
‘ Man living : But I find my felf no better qua- 
¢ lified to write about Money, than about m 
« Wife ; for, to tell you a Secret, which I defire 





‘ may go no further, I am Mafter of neither gf 
© thofe Subjects. 
Lor:rs, 
Aug. 8. 1712 Pill Garlick: 
Mr, SPECTATOR» 
¢ iT Defire you would print this in Téalick, fo as it 
‘ may be generally tiken Notice of. It is de. 
‘ figned only to admomfh all Perfons, who {peak 
‘either at the Bar, Pulpit, or any publick Adem. 
‘ bly whatioever, how they difcover their Iyno- 
¢ rancein the Ufe of Sintulies. ‘There are in the 
¢ Pulpit it feifjas well as other Places fuch crofs A. 
* bules in this Kind, that | give this Warning to all 
‘1 know. I fhail bring them for the Future be ore 
‘ your Speétatorial Authority. On Surday laf, 
“one, who shall be name efs, reproving {overal of 
‘ his Congregation for ftanding at Prayers, was 
‘ pleafed to fay, One qwauld thaky like the Ele. 
‘ phant, you had no Kuces: Now I my feif faw an 
¢ Elephant in Bartho!omew- Fa:r knecl down to take 
* on bis Back the ingenious Mr. Wilismz Ponke:h. 
‘ man, 
Your moft hunsble Servant, 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


At the Defire of feveral Perfons of Cuality. 
By Her Majettys Company of Comecians, 
T the Theatre Royal in Drury-Lane, 


this prefenrTeefday, being the 12:h of Aucuf, will b ve 
vived a Cored), celi'd Dou Ga los, Prince cf Spain The Part of 
Dan Carlos by Mi Booth, Do J ha of Auft ia Mr Powel, Queen 
Mrs. BraJihaw. To which will be a'dec, a ®arce, c-1'U, The 
Petticoat Plotrer, being the laft time of AGing it this Summer; 
With the Nw Prologue which was f,oke (to the Cuttir of Cole. 
man ftre:t) by Mr. Pack. 
Lately publifh’d, and are to beSold by Mr. Littote 


and Mr. Sangef near Temple-Bar, 


La Seccura: The BUCKET. A Mock. 


Hero. Done trom the Itahao by Mr. Gast. Ovcation’e bo an Ace 
cident that happeo’d in Italy Anno 1238, tetween the Guclp + ard 
Gibellises, the Whig and Tory Partiscf circle Times, .b. The 
SECCHIA of Taffori is a Satire of the Varrcnian kind: the « or 
are ftatcly, the Numbers fmooth, the turn both of Thouste. and 
Words is happy: The fir fix tines of cach Sta. za teem May tical 
and Severe, but the awo fait ture them al! ito @ pieafict Bi kules 
Bulcau has moii'd trom Hence his fam us Huta. Me. T ryden’s 
Preface to Jurenal,p.4g. of tbe Fol. B ition § ft epic Mom Poema 
Heroicy Comicum, quod $: CCl: namupatu. tapivy ae in ub 
tis locis editan:. Leo Allatius, ex nova © pitus urcandrum reeeofie 
one § To at the Fditions, except the lift, che Tike Ef Kepia was 
addea, chiefly becaule they were {0 grocdily boug! t up that the Peoe 
ple did as it were raviih them from each cibér. See Krugiotti’s Free 
tace to the Edition et Ronciglioné 1524: Perct @ non batraavo altavie 


-dita degli huomini gli elemplart gia womypeti, i. C: piae vi ae rapi> 


vanoi marulvitti, ed Letrori Pune al? alte ts repwaro, 
This Day will be Publifh’d in the Evening. Poft. 
A Geographical Defcription of Doway ; As alloy 


ag of the City end Fort Sesrpe, custo My .ngveven wii u. ppete 
ate. , ’ 


New Helps for pur-blind, fhort-fighted, old, 
decay'd and w ak Eves of Peifons, who find nu ffficiert Rehet on 
th: Uf of common Optick. Glaffcs, arc to be had at Mr. Lengerken's. 
next Door to the White Hart, about the Middle of Long acie; 
being coi.fiter-ble Improvements of Reading, Coun:ry-Profped, 
atid Opera-Glel 8, fo covtiv’d as to fit every particular Fie and 
Diftance, cither by Dy or Candle-light. ‘he {malleft Size of them 
may conveniently {rve for the Head of a Gane, or Button of a 
Fan. Some make the Obj:@s appear imafler and mere difting, 
oth rs nearer grd bigger ; and the new Squinticg Gleffes fe veto 
take a Side-view of any Perf n, as you ftem to Icok a ciff.rent 
Way, without Sufpicion of Starirg. Such as live in the Country 
need but give an Account of their Age, how lcng their Eyes have 
been defcétive, what they want in uling comnion Glafics, and the 
greateft Diltance they can read {moll Print at. Phy fical Advice ja 
Defed&s of the Sight and Hearing is to be had Gratis at the fame 
Place from 4 to 6 at Night. 


—”* 





LONDON: Printed for Sam.Buckley, at the Dolphin in Little-Britain; and 


Sold by A. Baldwin in Warwick-Lane; where Advertifements are taken in; 


as alfo by Charles Lillie, Perfumer, at the Corner'of Beauford-Buildings in 


the Strand, 
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